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Implants improve beef cattle performance at every production stage  
Implanting beef cattle is a proven tool to optimize cattle growth and productivity. And when the right cattle implants are given at the correct stage, cattle will continue to perform in the following stages. 
Let’s look at common questions cow/calf and stocker producers ask about implanting calves at spring working and at preconditioning. 

What advantage can I expect to see if I implant suckling calves? 

Growth implants have been extensively studied for decades. Implanting suckling calves at spring working can significantly enhance average daily gain between then and weaning, resulting in more saleable weight every fall. The research findings are consistent in terms of the performance advantage that implants can offer and how that equates to more profit. A 23-trial summary of more than 2,358 suckling calves showed an average weaning weight advantage of 23 pounds in cattle administered an implant.1 
If I implant suckling calves, will there be a loss of performance in later stages? 
Studies consistently show producers who implant suckling calves will have a competitive weight advantage with no loss of subsequent performance in later production phases after using a calf implant.2,3 When the right implants are used – matching strength of the implant to weight, growth rate and composition of gain – an ROI can be achieved during each phase of production. 
How long does it take for implants to start working? 
Implants go to work quickly. Zeranol – the active ingredient in RALGRO® (zeranol implants) – reaches effective plasma levels within the first day of administration and peaks in as little as 8 days after implanting. Plasma levels with zeranol are elevated out to 91 days post-implanting.4 

Is there an economic benefit even if the preconditioning phase is short?

Research shows RALGRO® used in backgrounding cattle provides close to a 10 percent improvement in average daily gain (ADG).5-9 If cattle gain 2.0 pounds per day without an implant in a 60-day preconditioning period, implanting with RALGRO will improve ADG to 2.2 pounds per day. This equates to 12 pounds additional weight gain in 60 days. 

Is it hard to administer implants?

The RALGRO® Ralogun® is one of the most reliable devices in the industry. Its small needle diameter reduces tissue trauma and increases the likelihood of proper placement. 

Implanting is one of the most researched, proven and consistent cattle production technologies on the market. RALGRO® has been used for more than 50 years, and is approved for use in calves, stockers and feedlot cattle on both steers and heifers. To learn more visit MAHCattle.com.
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IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION
RALGRO: Not for use in humans. Keep out of reach of children. No withdrawal period is required when used according to labeling. Do not use in beef calves less than 2 months of age, dairy calves, and veal calves. A withdrawal period has not been established for this product in pre-ruminating calves. Do not use in replacement beef heifers after weaning or in dairy cows or replacement dairy heifers. Use in these cattle may cause drug residues in milk and/or calves born to these cows. Implant pellets subcutaneously in ear only. Any other location is a violation of Federal law. Do not attempt salvage of implanted site for human or animal food. Not approved for repeated implantation (reimplantation) with this or any other cattle ear implant within a single production phase as safety and effectiveness have not been evaluated. For complete safety information, refer to the product label.
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