
BEFORE CALVING SEASON 

1. Start clean. Make sure the calving area is clean and dry at 
the start of the calving season.2 Ideally, this area should be 
one where you DID NOT overwinter your livestock.

2. Keep it clean. Regular cleaning of the calving area is 
mandatory.2

3. Avoid overcrowding through the calving season to 
control pathogen buildup.2 Healthy adult cattle can shed 
many of the common infectious organisms that cause 
calf scours, such as E. coli, rotavirus, coronavirus, and 
Cryptosporidium parvum.2,3

4. Ensure enough clean dry space is available to handle 
an above average number of calvings and sick calves.

5. Ensure pregnant cows have adequate nutrition 
(energy, protein and trace minerals), especially in the last 
trimester, to support fetal growth.2,3 

6. Monitor cows’ body condition score. Cows in the 
last trimester of pregnancy should have a body condition 
score of at least 5 and heifers should be at least 6 on the 
standard scale of 1 to 10.4

7. Vaccinate cows against pathogens associated with 
calf scours during the last three months of pregnancy, to 
fortify colostrum.2 Please follow label recommendations for 
BOVILIS® Guardian®.

DURING CALVING SEASON 

8. Calve the heifers earlier than the main cow herd in  
clean fields.3

9. Make sure calves start nursing as soon as possible to 
get adequate colostrum.

10. Pay particular attention to calves born at risk  
(i.e., twins, hard pulls etc.), who tend to be slower to  
stand and nurse, and are at greater risk for calf scours.2

11. Limit contamination. Do not bring in cattle from other 
herds during calving season,3 clean equipment between 
calves, and wear only clean outerwear (i.e., boots and 
coveralls).

12. Use strict sanitation and treat sick calves only after 
handling the healthy ones.3

13. Separate calves into groups of similar age to reduce  
the risk of transmission.2

14. Reduce the risk of scours by adopting the Sandhills 
Calving System, where space and weather allow. Rotating 
pastures as the calving season progresses decreases the 
pathogen load to which calves are exposed.5

Scours is a leading cause of morbidity and mortality in calves’ first month of life.1

13 beef herd management tips to help prevent calf scours
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To fi nd out more about BOVILIS® Guardian®, or for technical support, 
please contact your Merck Animal Health representative at MAHCattle.com

†To be injected in healthy pregnant cattle 3 months prior to calving. Repeat in 3-6 weeks following initial vaccination. For subsequent calvings, revaccinate 5-7 weeks before calving. 
Always read and follow the label instructions to ensure this product is suitable for the animal to be vaccinated.

Give calves a fi ghting chance 
right from the start

Help ensure the colostrum your calves receive contains a high concentration of antigen-specifi c 
antibodies by vaccinating pregnant cows with BOVILIS® Guardian®.

• Broad-spectrum coverage against the most prevalent and relevant scours-causing bacteria and viruses. 
 - Includes a cell-free extract of K99 pili of Escherichia coli, a unique combination of two inactivated coronavirus subtypes, two   
  G-types of inactivated rotaviruses and a bacterin-toxoid from Clostridium perfringens types C and D.

• Shown effective against:
 - Neonatal calf diarrhea caused by bovine group A serotype G6 rotaviruses.
 - Neonatal calf diarrhea caused by enterotoxigenic E. coli pilus type K99.
 - Enteritis caused by C. perfringens type C and enterotoxemia caused by C. perfringens type D.
 - Neonatal calf diarrhea caused by bovine coronavirus.

• Vaccination protocol timed for optimal colostrum fortifi cation.†

The ONLY subcutaneous scours vaccine for use in pregnant cows and heifers to 
help reduce neonatal diarrhea in calves that features:

 • Subunit technology using pili instead of whole E. coli cells or cell walls (which could be 
  a potential source of endotoxin), to generate a strong, targeted immune response 
  against E. coli pilus type K99, with a lower rate of injection site reactions.

 • Coverage against two subtypes of coronavirus. 

 • Includes C. perfringens type D in addition to C. perfringens type C.

Help fortify colostrum with BOVILIS® Guardian®

Calves’ fi rst line of defense against scours
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