ANIMAL HEALTH AND WELFARE

Animal Welfare
is a Priority

Farmers, ranchers, and veterinarians focus on keeping
animals healthy and comfortable in their environments.'

The Five Domains? integrate the physical and behavioral
needs of animals to represent the current welfare state -
an evolution of the Five Freedoms created in the 1960s' to
guide animal welfare evaluation. Combined with advances
in vaccines, technology, and animal handling, animal
health and well-being continuously improve.

Animals have ready access to fresh water and quality food
to maintain full health and vigor.>2

On-farm animal nutritionists
« focus on animal needs and create
diets based on scientific research.?

Diets are evaluated based on
animal health and performance
and adjusted as needed to keep
animals healthy.?

v

Farmers work with veterinarians to keep animals
healthy, prevent disease, and rapidly diagnose and treat
animals when they get sick.’

A veterinarian-client-patient
relationship (VCPR) is required
in most states and establishes
a working relationship between
the veterinarian, farmer, and
the animals.*

The veterinarian helps ensure
animals are healthy and living

in a high state of well-being,
providing preventative care,
helping prevent disease outbreaks
and treating sick animals.>

Animals need shelter, a comfortable area to rest,’
and protection from harsh weather® and predators.

Animal Housing Considerations:

Supply of dry and
comfortable bedding®

Sufficient space for animals to
move freely, with access to food,
water, and fresh clean air®

Proper ventilation using fans or air
« inlets and controlled temperatures to
keep animals comfortable year-round’

BEHAVIOR

Animals need sufficient space to express natural behaviors and
company of their own kind to thrive mentally and physically.’

Ongoing research demonstrates providing
stimulation through enrichment improves overall
animal health and welfare and may include?:

Nutritional: Foraging opportunities,
novel foods, supplemental lick tubs

Physical: Brushes or logs for scratching,
deep bedding for exploration

Sensory: Music or radios in barns,
visual stimuli

Social: Toys like balls or ropes,
group housing

Farmers and ranchers are responsible for providing
conditions and treatment for their animals that promote a
positive mental state.’

On-farm Standard Operating
Procedures (SOPs) ensure

v farm workers know how to

care for animals.

Proper training of animal handlers
v impacts animal well-being by

reducing stress and improving
animal and handler safety.®

FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE.
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